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Narrated by the visionary founding member, Hell's Angel provides a fascinating all-access pass to

the secret world of the notorious Hell's Angels Motorcycle Club. Sonny Barger recounts the birth of

the original Oakland Hell's Angels and the four turbulent decades that followed. Hell's Angel also

chronicles the way the HAMC revolutionized the look of the Harley-Davidson motorcycle and built

what has become a worldwide bike-riding fraternity, a beacon for freedom-seekers the world

over.Dozens of photos, including many from private collections and from noted photographers,

provide visual documentation to this extraordinary tale. Never simply a story about motorcycles,

colorful characters, and high-speed thrills, Hell's Angel is the ultimate outlaw's tale of loyalty and

betrayal, subcultures and brotherhood, and the real price of freedom.Â Due to copyright restrictions,

this eBook may not contain all of the images available in the print edition.
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I remember a thrilling experience during my childhood in the mid-sixties: while driving to San

Francisco, our family car broke down on the Bayshore (101) Freeway. My parents were startled



when two long-haired, bearded, beSwaztica'ed patch-holders pulled up on their loud, chopped

Harleys. The bikers spoke briefly with my dad, then performed some minor mechanical magic on

our carburetor. They accepted no payment for their assistance, but left us a business card featuring

their winged deaths-head logo and words to the effect: "You have been assisted by... the Hells

Angels Motorcycle Club. When we do right, no one remembers. When we do wrong, no one

forgets." At least one person has always remembered. Within a mere few years, I had a

stripped-down Hawg of my own, and began acquiring tattoos and speeding tickets. While I was

never a one-percenter, it seemed during that tumultuous era that *all* motorcyclists were judged

"guilty by association" with the legendary Hells Angels. Whether describing doing right or wrong,

HAMC president Sonny Barger minces no words in his hard-riding, fast-reading biography. Nor does

he pull any punches. He explodes the myths perpetuated by grade-B biker-flicks and trashy

"wannabe" publications, but unapologetically depicts the counterculture without romanticizing it. The

Angels we meet in these pages are neither ravenous, rapacious Huns nor iron-steed-mounted

rescuers of stranded citizens. Barger's raw writing style, anecdotes, and numerous photos give his

book genuine, gritty, outlaw character. It should appeal to one-percenters, citizen-bikers, and even

to the "cagers" who fear and loathe them.
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